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U.S.EndsFlyingSaucer

Mystery:They

AreCosmicRay
Balloons

NEW YORK, Feb. 13.—America officiallyannouncedto-day
that"flying saucers,"whichhave

mystified millions

for threeand a half
years,are plastic balloons

usedin U.S.cosmicray
research.

givento the "NewYork
Times"by Dr. UrnerLid-
dell,chiefof the Nuclear

Physicsbranchof the
Naval ResearchOffice,
Washington.
Reportsof "flyingsaucers"

startedin 1947.

At thattime,he said,the
Navybeganto use the new
100ftballoonto carryelec-
tronic instrumentsaloft.
Dr. Liddell insistedthat all

reliable"flyingsaucer"reports,

withoutexception,could be
attributedto the Navy's
balloons.

He saidthe Navy compiled

a listof 2,000such
reports,

eliminatingthose that seemed
overwhimsical."This left
solidbase of reportsfrom
aeroplanepilots,scientific

0 The Acting Prime

Minister,
Mr. A. W.

Fadden,has announced

the
industries

that will

get priorityunderthe
reimposedcapitalissues
control.(Reporton
page6.)

observers,and reliablelaymen
whichcouldnot be brushed

aside.

"After
investigation,

we find
thereis not a singlereliable

reportof an
observation

which
is not

attributable,

to the
cosmic balloons."

A checkwith otherU.S.
Governmentagenciescon-
firmedthat no other research

or
experimental projecthad

testedanythingeven roughly
resembling

a flyingdisc,he
added.

The Navy'sballoonssome-
timesroseto a heightof about

19 miles.
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They were sweptalongby
200 m.p.h.winds.

Strongerballoons,nick-
named "skyhooks,"were re
leasedat manypointsin the
UnitedStates.They were free
to travel unlimited distances.

Dusk on a summerevening,

saidDr.
Liddell, wouldbe the

besttimeto see a
"saucer."

A studyof reportsshowed

that many flying"discs"were
seenat thistime.

"Thelateralraysof the sun
at dusk

illuminate
the base of

the balloon,"he explained.

"Thereis no chancewhatever

of seeingthe full roundness

of it
because

youareso far
below.

"You see only the
illumina-

ted cup of the bottom.

IMAGINATION
"If your

imagination soars,
light

reflections

on one side
may impressyou as the glow
of an atomicengine.

"The wisp of the
balloon's

instrument-filled

tail may im-
pressyou as an

exhaust.
The

sun'sraysmay suffusethe plas-

ticbagto a fiery glow."

The Navy projectwas kept
secretin line with Government

policyon researchbearing,

howeverindirectly,on atomic
developments.

"Nowthereis no longerany
needfor secrecyon a

scientific

basis,"said Dr. Liddell.

AN EXPLANATION
"Certainly

thereis no longer

anyneedto keepthe publicin
the dark aboutwhat 'flying

saucers', reallyare."
The Air Forcepilotfound

deadin a crashed planeafter

he had radioedhe was chasing

a strangesky objectwas pur-
suinga "skyhook"balloon,said
Dr. Liddell.

The planereached30,000ft,

but the pilotcouldneverhave
reachedthe altitudeof the
balloon.

Reportsof "flyingsaucers"

had
previously

been deniedby
the armed forcesand President

Truman.

Some reportssaid the United

Stateswas beinginvadedfrom
Marsor another planetby two
foot men in strangemachines.


